
Department of Pesticide Regulation 

       
Mary-Ann Warmerdam 

Director 
 

 

 

 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 

Governor 
 

 

 
1001 I Street  •  P.O. Box 4015  •  Sacramento, California 95812-4015  •  www.cdpr.ca.gov 

A Department of the California Environmental Protection Agency 
   Printed on recycled paper, 100% post-consumer--processed chlorine-free. 

 

June 25, 2009 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Jared Huffman 
Member of the Assembly 
State Capitol, P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, California 94249-0006 
 
Dear Assembly Member Huffman: 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the press release by Professor Glen Chase. 
 
The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) stands by the scientific review it released in 
November 2008 of four pheromone products that may be used against the Light Brown Apple 
Moth (LBAM). The review by DPR, the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, 
and the Department of Public Health found a low likelihood of health problems from touching, 
breathing, or ingesting any of the products, although some sensitive individuals could potentially 
have an allergic reaction. The scientific review is posted on our Web site at: 
<http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/pressrls/lbam/lbam.htm>. 
 
The review reaffirmed two reports the three departments previously released that found a low 
probability of adverse health effects from the use of pheromone-based chemicals due to their low 
toxicity and low rate of application. 
 
Regarding Mr. Chase’s reference to an alleged math error involving multiplying rather than 
dividing, our conclusions were not based on any calculations that fit that description. DPR 
scientists do not understand his conclusion and see no basis for his claim that an error was made. 
 
If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me; or your staff may contact  
Ms. Anne Downs, of my staff, at (916) 445-3976 or <adowns@cdpr.ca.gov>.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Mary-Ann Warmerdam 
Director 
916-445-4000 
 
cc:  See next page. 
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cc: Mr. Michael Prosio, Governor’s Legislative Secretary 
 Ms. Linda Adams, Secretary, California Environmental Protection Agency 
 Dr. Joan Denton, Director, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 Dr. Mark Horton, Director, Department of Public Health 
 Ms. Anne Downs, DPR Chief Legislative Analyst 
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bcc:  Mr. John Moffatt, Governor’s Chief Deputy Legislative Secretary 

Ms. Carolyn Baker, Assistant Secretary for Legislation 
     California Environmental Protection Agency 


